[image: image1.png]gnndulill
®




Goodwill Industries 

of New Mexico

For Immediate Release:


Contact:
Shauna O’Cleireachain
March 9, 2009






Marketing Director








505-881-6401 ext. 1819








so’cleireachain@goodwillnm.org
Goodwill Industries of New Mexico
 Announces Winners of the 
2009 Edgar Awards in Human Services
Albuquerque, New Mexico – Goodwill Industries of New Mexico announced today the winners of the 2009 EDGAR AWARDS IN HUMAN SERVICES, which recognize outstanding New Mexicans in the field of human services.  The winners are:  
· 2009 Executive of the Year, Lee Pattison, Director, St. Martin’s Hospitality Center, Albuquerque; 
· 2009 Employee of the Year, Robin Carter, Adelante Development Center, Albuquerque; 
· 2009 Volunteer of the Year, Kim Covill, Teacher, Monroe Middle School, Albuquerque; 
· 2009 Advocate of the Year, Ruth Hoffman, Director, Lutheran Advocacy Ministry, Santa Fe; 
· 2009 Public Servant of the Year, Lou Helwig, Field Operations Director, NM Dept. of Veterans’ Services; 
· 2009 Organization of the Year, The Storehouse, Albuquerque; 
· 2009 Chairman’s Award, JoAnn Albrecht, Greater Albuquerque Habitat for Humanity; 
· 2009 Lifetime Achievement Award, Elaine Solimon, Director, ARCA, Albuquerque.
(MORE)

In addition, Goodwill has awarded three “internal” awards:

· 2009 Goodwill Graduate of the Year, Iver Hunt, OGB Architectural Millwork; 
· 2009 Goodwill Partnering Employer of the Year; Adrian Garcia and the Downtown Action Team, Albuquerque; and
· 2009 Shirley J. Herbert Achiever of the Year, Linda Joseph, Goodwill Industries of New Mexico.  
Each winner will be honored at the Second Annual “Celebration of Good Will” Dinner on March 28, 2009 at the Embassy Suites Hotel in Albuquerque.  The winners will receive an original work of art by Albuquerque artist Allen Young.  
The event is open to the public, and will be hosted by KOB-TV News Anchor Nicole Brady, featuring guest comic Sebastian Maniscalco of Los Angeles. Tickets are $60 per person and may be obtained by calling Goodwill at 505-881-6401.  Proceeds from the dinner and accompanying silent auction will benefit individuals with barriers to employment who receive vocational services at Goodwill.  

The Edgar Awards are named after Edgar Helms, founder of Goodwill Industries in 1906 in Boston, Massachusetts.  It is his leadership and philosophy of caring for the needs of all humanity that drives Goodwill’s mission and programming.  Here are brief descriptions of each winner’s background:

Goodwill Industries of New Mexico was founded in 1941 with the mission to provide skill development and work opportunities for people with barriers to employment.  Goodwill defines barriers as learning disabilities, physical challenges, developmental disabilities, homeless or near homeless, extended absence from the workforce (e.g.  displaced homemakers or disabled veterans), felony history, co-occurring disorders, substance abuse, domestic violence, no telephone, lack of work history, transportation issues and childcare issues.  
Over 70 years ago, Goodwill founder Reverend Edgar Helms wrote:  “It would be well if those who are trying to lift the world out of our present economic slump would study the workings of 
(MORE)

the Goodwill Industries….It is saving the waste of things.  It is salvaging cast-off materials and, in the process, is paying self-respecting wages to thousands… The Goodwill Industries is organized to save material waste and turn it into human well-being. …  [Goodwill] stands at the very bottom of the industrial ladder.  It gives opportunity to those broken by all kinds of misfortunes.  Not by condescending snobbishness, but by brotherly cooperation it seeks to rebuild the lives and fortunes of the neediest.”

For more information about Goodwill and its programs, call 881-6401, or visit www.goodwillnm.org.
(END)    
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