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GOODWILL NEEDS YOUR DONATIONS NOW MORE THAN EVER

Remember to Donate to Goodwill as You Spring Clean This Year
New Mexico – Spring cleaning will have new meaning this year as people tighten their budgets to save money during these tough economic times. Donations to Goodwill Industries of New Mexico of gently-used clothing and household goods have been consistently off by 10% in the fifteen months since the recession began. Donations show no sign of recovering to pre-recession levels.  Goodwill needs those donations to fund its critical job training and placement programs that it offers free of charge to the community. 
Since March of 2008, Goodwill has seen a 40% increase in the number of persons approaching Goodwill for assistance in finding a job. Goodwill is working hard to keep up with this increased demand as our local unemployment rate reaches 5.4%, but it cannot provide these critical services without material donations to sell in its stores.  So Goodwill is asking the community to be generous this spring as they clean out their closets and storage areas.  
“By donating items to Goodwill, people are helping their neighbors,” said John Conklan, Goodwill President and CEO. “From the single mother with three children to the executive who was just laid off, those who come to Goodwill can learn new job skills to support their families and receive the tools they need to earn a paycheck and save for the future. So we are asking the community to please donate gently-used furniture, electronics and house wares at one of our ten donation locations statewide.” 
For a complete list of locations, go to http://www.goodwillnm.org/donate/what-where.htm
“We ask donors to put as much thought into where they donate their household goods and other items as they do about where they donate money," said Mr. Conklan. “Donating and shopping at Goodwill is making an investment in our communities.”   
Goodwill Industries of New Mexico was founded in 1941 with the mission to provide skill development and work opportunities for people with barriers to employment.  We define barriers as lack of education, homelessness, single parenthood, all disabilities, language barriers, domestic violence, extended absence from the job market (disabled veterans or displaced homemakers), ageism, substance abuse and felony history. In 2008, our statewide programs placed 706 New Mexicans in permanent, community-based jobs, and served 6,843 persons. 
For more information about Goodwill and its programs, call 881-6401 ext. 1819, or visit www.goodwillnm.org.
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