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Goodwill Industries Presents LA Comic Sebastian Maniscalco
at its Third Annual Edgar Awards Fundraiser
Albuquerque, New Mexico – Goodwill Industries of New Mexico will host Los Angeles comic Sebastian Maniscalco at its Third Annual EDGAR AWARDS IN HUMAN SERVICES fundraising dinner on Saturday, March 28th at Albuquerque’s Embassy Suites Hotel.  
The event begins at 6 pm and is open to the public; tickets are $60 per person. Contact 505-881-6401, ext. 1833 for more information and to purchase tickets. 
Mr. Maniscalco has appeared on “The Tonight Show with Jay Leno,” Comedy Central Premium Blend, Comedy Central Presents, “Just For Laughs” Montreal Comedy Festival, Showtime’s Comedy Slam, Vince Vaughn’s “Wild West Comedy Show,” “The Late Late Show with Craig Ferguson” and “Comics Unleashed” with Byron Allen.  His “Comedy Central Presents” special is the highest rated comedy special on ONDEMAND. He has appeared with BB King, Al Green, Anita Baker, Gladys Knight and Dennis Miller, and just completed a Middle Eastern tour with the creators of the “Axis of Evil” comedy show. His hour-long DVD will air on Comedy Central this month. 

A native of Chicago, Mr. Maniscalco currently resides in Los Angeles where he frequently appears at the Comedy Store and the Laugh Factory on Sunset Blvd. His comedy is impeccably paced and chock-full of seething yet hysterical observations on human behavior.  Mr. Maniscalco is available for telephone interviews prior to his appearance.  Please contact Goodwill Marketing at 505-881-6401, ext. 1879.
The Edgar Awards in Human Services is part of an evening called “A Celebration of Good Will,” which will honor individual New Mexicans for their service to others.  Goodwill is still accepting nominations in the categories listed below.  Nomination forms and simple guidelines are available at www.goodwillnm.org/communications.htm or by calling 881-6401, ext. 1879.  There is no charge for nominating.  Individuals or organizations may self-nominate.  Nominations must be delivered or postmarked on or before February 27, 2009.

The Awards are named after Edgar Helms, founder of Goodwill Industries in 1906 in Boston, Massachusetts.  It is his leadership and philosophy of caring for the needs of all humanity that drives Goodwill’s mission and programming. Each honoree will receive a unique award created by New Mexico artist Allen Young of Albuquerque, NM.  KOB-TV news anchor Nicole Brady will MC the event.  Proceeds from the dinner and accompanying silent auction will benefit individuals with barriers to employment who receive vocational services at Goodwill.  
Goodwill Industries of New Mexico was founded in 1941 with the mission to provide skill development and work opportunities for people with barriers to employment.  Goodwill defines barriers as learning disabilities, developmental disabilities, age, lack of education, single parenthood, language barriers, extended absence from the workforce (e.g. displaced homemakers or disabled veterans), felony history, co-occurring disorders, substance abuse, domestic violence, physical challenges, and homelessness or near homelessness.

For more information about Goodwill and its programs, call 881-6401 ext. 1879, or visit www.goodwillnm.org.
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